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                      Activists will mark legendary raid on gays

                      Thirty-three years ago tonight, New York City police raided the

                      Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village and David Leddick was there.

                      Leddick, now a successful writer and entertainer living in Miami

                      Beach, wonders if too much is made of the legendary bar raid,

                      considered the start of the modern gay-rights movement.

                      ''It really wasn't the French Revolution,'' Leddick said. ``Nobody

                      was breaking windows or burning cars.''

                      Still, Leddick concludes, Stonewall was ''a great turning point'' in

                      modern gay history, in which drag queens and others finally fought

                      back.

                      ''Police did not raid gay bars after that because they knew they

                      would have a lot of resistance,'' Leddick said. ``[The drag queens]

                      won. They weren't hauled off to jail.''

                      As part of Gay Pride Month, South Florida gay activists tonight will

                      pay homage to the men and women who fought back, during a

                      Stonewall Rally and Candlelight Vigil at Esplanade Park in Fort

                      Lauderdale.

                      ''It marks the beginning of our fight for civil rights,'' said Carol

                      Moran, co-chairwoman of Pride of Greater Fort Lauderdale and one

                      of the speakers at tonight's rally. ``If you ask a lot of people what

                      Stonewall was, they wouldn't know. . . . It's our responsibility to

                      teach it to the generations coming up.''

                      Leddick, a former ballet dancer and advertising executive, is the

                      author of several gay bestsellers, including My Worst Date and

                      Naked Men.

                      Friday night, he will perform his cabaret act at Embassy Suites in

                      Fort Lauderdale, a fundraiser for the Stonewall Library and Archive

                      at the Gay & Lesbian Community Center of South Florida.

                      UNDERGROUND SCENE 

                      Leddick, 72, is eager for people to know the story of Stonewall:

                      ''Greenwich Village was a gay mecca,'' recalls Leddick, who grew up

                      in Michigan and moved there in 1955. ``Whatever gay activity there

                      was in New York was concentrated in the Village.

                      ''There was at that time a fair amount of police repression. I was at

                      a number of parties where the police would come and break things

                      up. Being gay was very much an underground thing. . . . From the

                      mid-'50s through the '60s, the gay world did not change that

                      rapidly. Stonewall was the tipping point,'' Leddick said.

                      In that era, gay bars were raided often, he said.

                      The night of June 27, 1969, began routinely. ''The police, they didn't

                      have anything to do,'' Leddick recalled. 'They said, `Let's raid

                      Stonewall.' ''

                      Within moments, crowds were fighting inside and outside the bar on

                      Christopher Street.

                      ''A lot of people walking down the street -- not just gay people --

                      joined in,'' said Leddick, who could see Stonewall Inn from his

                      nearby first-floor apartment.

                      ''I remember looking out my window. It looked like kind of a brawl,''

                      Leddick said. ``I didn't realize what the significance was. I just

                      pulled my curtains and went to bed.

                      ''It probably was about six months to a year before people realized

                      it was the turning point,'' he said. ``It gathered steam through the

                      years.''

                      Gay historians speculate about why the drag queens fought back.

                      Some say they were traumatized by Judy Garland's funeral earlier

                      that day.

                      CHANGING TIMES 

                      ''It's a legend that people need to have,'' said Leddick, who

                      disagrees with that perception. He believes the brawl happened

                      more because of changing cultural values in the late 1960s.

                      ''Rock-and-roll concerts, the way people dressed. A lot of the rock

                      stars were really kind of cross-dressing. Mick Jagger was taught to

                      dance by Tina Turner. They were seeing these guys with big hair

                      and tons of makeup and tight clothes,'' Leddick said.

                      ``It created a feeling that it was OK. There was a feeling that if you

                      could pay a ton of money to see a man prance around on stage,

                      why were the police kicking us out of bars?''

                      LAWMAKERS HONORED 

                      State Rep. Ken Gottlieb, D-Hollywood, and state Sen. Walter ''Skip''

                      Campbell, D-Tamarac, have been honored by FOUNDERS (Floridians

                      Organized and United for a New Definition of Equal Rights) for

                      introducing the Dignity For All Students Act during the 2002

                      legislative session.

                      The proposal, which would have extended anti-discrimination laws

                      to gay students in Florida's public schools, never made it out of

                      committee.

                      Outlooks runs the second and fourth Thursday of the month. To

                      contact Steve Rothaus, call 305-376-3770, or send him faxes at

                      305-376-5287. Notices can be mailed to: Steve Rothaus, 1 Herald

                      Plaza, Fifth Floor, Miami, FL 33132. The column is online at

                      www.miami.com Click on the 'Gay South Florida' link.

                      srothaus@herald.com 

                      GAY PRIDE EVENTS

                      • Stonewall Rally and Candlelight Vigil, 8 tonight, Esplanade Park at

                      Broward Center for the Performing Arts, 201 SW Fifth Ave., Fort

                      Lauderdale. Panels from the AIDS Memorial Quilt will be on display.

                      Free.

                      • 'An Evening With David Leddick' sponsored by ArtsUnited, 9 p.m.

                      Friday, Embassy Suites Hotel, 17th Street Causeway, Fort

                      Lauderdale. Tickets are $25 per person at the door. All proceeds

                      benefit Stonewall Library and Archive's annual operating fund.

