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Pride Houston Accepting Applications for Festival Exhibitors

Bunnies on the Bayou to Underwrite Booths for Local Non-Profits
HOUSTON, TEXAS – Pride Houston has announced that it is soliciting local businesses and non-profits to host exhibition booths at the 2006 Pride Festival, to be held Saturday, June 24.

Organizers in Pride Houston said that this year’s Festival will be a true marketplace where businesses and community organizations will have the chance to promote their goods and services to an expected audience of 5,000, including members of Houston’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community and friends, as well as out-of-town visitors. Various booth sizes and add-ons are available to meet any business’ needs, and reduced price booths are available for non-profits. Interested organizations should submit an application, available at www.pridehouston.org, by May 15.

“We’re excited to give local GLBT and GLBT-friendly businesses and organizations the opportunity to showcase themselves,” said Peter Chaivre, 2006 Festival Co-Chair. “It’s a great chance for the public to meet face-to-face with those businesses and non-profits that support our community and GLBT Pride.”

Thanks to the generous underwriting of Bunnies on the Bayou, Inc., Pride Houston is able to offer a reduced rate for local non-profits. Up to sixty 501(c)(3) organizations can have an exhibition space in the Bunnies on the Bayou Community Pride Tents for just $30 each.

“We’re very proud to have been selected to receive support from Bunnies on the Bayou,” said Richard Proto, 2006 Festival Co-Chair. “Their underwriting will help numerous local non-profits share their story, recruit volunteers and find new donors.”

In addition to providing the exhibition space, funds from Bunnies on the Bayou will allow Pride Houston to offer a special workshop for all non-profits participating in the Festival. The seminar, led by professional fundraisers, will teach these organizations techniques to make their booths more effective and help them get the most from their Festival experience. The exhibitor workshop will be held on Tuesday, June 6.

“We hope to show these non-profits some easy ways to enhance their booth space so that they can draw people in and get them excited about the organization’s mission,” remarked Jack Valinski, Pride Houston Executive Director. “The non-profits will then be able to take these techniques and apply them at any fair or exhibition they attend.”

The Houston Pride Festival, now in its second year, is a chance for the GLBT community to come together, relax with a snack or a beer, visit with community merchants and non-profit organizations, and enjoy the best in national and local entertainment, including Grammy-nominated headliner, Taylor Dayne. The Festival will begin at 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 24, 2006, and will conclude at 8 p.m., just before the nighttime Pride Parade. The Festival’s here! TV Entrance Gate will be located on Commonwealth near the corner of Westheimer and Montrose, in the Parade area. A limited number of advance tickets are now available on the official Pride Houston website, www.pridehouston.org, for $5. Starting June 1, tickets will cost just $10.

For more information about Pride 2006 or how to participate in Pride activities, go to the Pride website at www.pridehouston.org, call the PrideLine at 713-529-6979 or e-mail info@pridehouston.org.
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The Southwest’s Largest Pride Celebration

Pride Houston brings the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community together to celebrate individual pride, commemorate our community’s history and educate society for the liberation of all people. We produce the annual Pride Parade & Festival, which marks the anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion, the beginning of the modern American gay and lesbian rights movement. The nighttime Pride Parade is one of the largest annual parades in Houston. Pride Houston is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
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