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Our History Survives

     Allison, an obviously heterosexual storm, came through Houston and Montrose area with a vengeance.  She tried her best to wipe out our archives, and might have come close [picture courtesy of Judy Reeves] but for the valiant efforts of a few volunteers who came to the rescue. Sue, Jimmy, Bill, Rainbo, Jack, Tootsie, and Rad, James and others all either came and picked wet soggy boxes—taking them home to hang out to dry—or came by the Capitol Street location where Judy and Bruce were sorting through and hanging [picture courtesy of Judy Reeves] items out to dry.

      The result of all the frenzy of paper hanging is it’s own reward: we estimate a loss of maybe 5% of the bulk of paper in the archives. But the story gets better—of that 5% the actual loss of information is closer to almost 0%!!  When given the choice of saving 15 copies of a single issue or 4-5 copies of a half dozen issues—we went for the latter, thereby saving at least a small portion of everything rather than large portions of a few things.

     That was the good news concerning the archives….now the ‘other’ news [let us NOT say ‘bad’ here] is that we are back to square ONE when it comes to cataloging all of the periodicals and books in the archives. Everything which had been done is now is now UNdone because the numbers changed so drastically. SOOO…stay tuned, folks, we will be letting you know exactly how and when we are going to need volunteers to help REdo the cataloging in the very near future. 
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     The new location also took on water—just enough to drown the wonderful new wood parquet  floor so it had to be taken up…we are once again walking around on concrete, folks. Seems it was just meant to be that way. It wasn’t enough to stop us from our Grand ReOpening though! .. more on the new location later.
     Now the really bad news is that we are not totally without losses. A color photograph of Tiffany, which had appeared in both OutSmart and the Houston Press last year, was completely destroyed by water. We are trying to contact both publications to see if there is any possible way this may be duplicated in some form from their archives but is appears pretty hopeless at this point.
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Location Location Location!!!

     For those who don’t know, we have moved to a permanent location right in the heart of the Montrose Museum District! We are at 1609 W Main #4, Houston, Texas with that ever important 77006 zip! We are near the corner of Mandell and W Main between Alabama and Richmond, just 2 doors down from Café Artiste.

“Timing” is everything….
     Along with our new location we are establishing new hours of easy availability. For the months of July and August we will be open on Thursday evenings from 6-9pm and Saturdays from 12noon-6pm.  This is made possible through the efforts of our volunteers signing up to work 3-hour shifts—for YOUR convenience. We all work strictly as volunteers, no paid employees at all…so…ALL  donations go right into the workings of the museum an Archive. We do not charge admittance but do appreciate and encourage donations. We are also still available on an appointment basis by calling 713 227-5973 and setting something up. This can be for either an individual or a group tour. Give us a call and let’s see what we can do to accommodate you or just stop by during our open hours.

     We are in the process of setting our calendar for August. If you have a couple of hours you’d like to ‘donate’ to the cause, give us a call or come by one of our meetings and let’s talk! You don’t have to KNOW a great deal about our history to help out, we can show you what you need to know in a very short time.

And, speaking more of TIME…

     Our Pride Event got off to a great start, just as our opening did. Our project this year is to start a TIME CAPSULE, to be opened in the year 2026!  We are now gathering mementos items and paper items, from individuals and groups, to put in our TIME CAPSULE. These can be either small personal items you may wish to send to the future depicting a portion of your/our history or something as simple as a Newsletter from your group or organization. Many are writing and putting down their own thoughts about what the community/world is like today and what they hope it will be like in 25 years.

How to get in on all the fun:
     Let us count the ways!… Individuals can join GCAM for $25/yr—prorated, which means that NOW you can join for a mere $12.50 

     You can also join as a group…get your organization to join our organization for $50/yr—prorated, which means that NOW your organization can join us in 2001 for only $25. We have 3 Organizational members so far this year—the Houston Area Bears, Lone Star Nudists and the Brotherhood of Pain.

     We also have a Sustaining membership….this is when you make a monthly donation to GCAM. Your membership continues until the end of the quarter in which you have stopped making the donations.  We have one sustaining member right now—and his donations not only come in monthly but also are matched by his employer, Chase Bank.
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     Shown in the picture [courtesy of Judy Reeves] is Janine Brunjes, community liaison to the Mayor’s office, with GCAM Chair Bruce Reeves. Bruce is holding a photograph sent by Mayor Lee Brown [via Janine] for the TIME CAPSULE. Janine is removing a lapel pin, which she reported--the mayor had removed from his lapel to place in the TIME CAPSULE --for our next generation to receive.

     Come on by during our open hours and drop off your donation to the TIME CAPSULE for everyone to see in 25 years. Or call and make arrangements to drop off your donation at your convenience.

     The TIME CAPSULE will be sealed sometime during the late afternoon at EMPOWER 2001 in October. We will be making an announcement later as to what time of day we will be doing that.
Our Grand Reopening

 and Pride Event
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     On Wednesday, June 13th we were pleased to host a “Thank You” preview event at our new location. This was our first opportunity to show all of the wonderful folks who have worked hard on fundraiser events, or ‘Costume’ or ‘Photograph’  level donations, just how much we really appreciate them! It was touch-n-go there for a bit because the clean up after the flood threw all schedules out the window, but we got most of the costumes up and even a few books on the shelves for all to enjoy.

     On Thursday, June 14th we hosted our Pride Event—the Time Capsule and our newest and first exhibit in our new permanent location—ON STAGE—Past to Present, featuring part or total costumes worn in various programs and fund raisers in our community over the past 10-20 years. These were worn either by individuals performing for themselves or as members of organizations here in Houston.

SPECIAL SPECIAL

Read all about it!


Get out your calendars and mark them for a very special night of entertainment benefiting GCAM as Don Gill Productions and Bob Bouton present LIVE! 2001.  This will take place at Rich’s Houston 2401 San Jacinto on Sunday, August 26th – 5pm.  If you want to be thoroughly entertained by live entertainers, not to mention the banter of Bob and Don, there’s no better way to spend your time AND MONEY! than coming out to enjoy this show!! See you there—tell all your friends…[see enclosed flier]

Find out more about us by….
     Coming by on Thursday or Saturday during our regular hours

     Calling 713 227-5973 to make an appointment for yourself or a group to visit the museum, ask questions, arrange for an outreach program, join our other volunteers, or how to make a donation [either items or money]. Heck, you can even call to tell us you want to do a benefit for us!

Join our listserv by going to www.yahoogroups.com
 --then going to gcam

     Go to our website at www.gcam.org
     Email us at info@gcam.org
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