Gulf Coast Archive & Museum had no activities prior to 1999.

1999

In July 1999, 13 people came together to begin the planning stages of what would become Gulf Coast Archive & Museum.

We incorporated in October 1999.

We participated in Empower, a Houston glbt business exhibition in October 1999.

We began accepting archive materials in October 1999.

2000

Our first fundraiser was held by Fancy Pace to raise the monies for our 501-c-3 filing fee in January 2000.

In January, we attended the Leading & Learning Funding Seminar sponsored by the John Kellett Foundation.

Fundraisers were held by Rosie Cheeks and Sean Carter in April 2000.
In March, we made a presentation to the Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce.

We filed our 501-c-3 paperwork in early 2000 and received our letter in May 2000.
We had our grand opening in borrowed space at 2507 Capitol St in June 2000.  The exhibit was entitled “Pride through the Ages.”

In June, we held a Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride event at the museum.

In June, we participated in the Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride Parade.

We spoke to Houston Area Coalition of Teenage Homosexuals (HATCH) in August 2000.

In September, we spoke with the Stonewall Democratic Club.

In October, we participated in Empower with a mini-museum exhibit of 6-4x8 foot panels.

In October, Fancy Pace Lawrence did the “Irish Eyes” fundraiser.

In November 2000, we opened our second exhibit at 2507 Capitol entitled “Scouts, Sports and the Military.”

In November 2000, Don Gill and Bob Bouton held a fundraiser.

Fancy Pace held another fundraiser in November 2000.

2001

In March, we participated in the Let Us Entertain You weekend by serving refreshments during their annual show.

Rosie Cheeks held another fundraiser in April 2001.

In April, we provided information for a glbt educational session for Compaq Computers.

In April, we were one of the beneficiaries in Don Gill’s Mr Prime Choice contest fundraiser.

In June, we opened our third exhibit entitled “ON STAGE – Past to Present” in our new space at 1609 W. Main #4.

In June, we made a presentation at a local Barnes and Noble Bookstores for their employees.

In June, we held a Houston Lesbian/Gay Pride event at the museum.

In June, we participated in the Houston Lesbian/Gay Pride Parade. [name of the parade changes annually]

In July, we visited with HATCH to discuss the time capsule and also to begin solicitation for their assistance in the photography project.

In August, Don Gill Productions and Bob Bouton did another fundraiser for us.

In August, we sponsored a week end of history by bringing a 1970-80’s Houston activist, Lynn Herrick, to Houston [she has retired in Austin]. We had a tea party reception and videotaped her history.

In September, JPMorgan/Chase P.R.I.D.E. Team Houston had their monthly social/business meeting at the museum as a private party.

In October, we participated in EMPOWER with an exhibit of 6 6x4 walls depicting copies of Time Capsule submissions; and officially closed the capsule at end of day.

In November, we were one of the recipients at a fundraiser held at the BRB.

In December, we were nominated for Organizational Grand Marshal for Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride Week 2002. 

2002
In January, we participated in call ups at the Krewe of Olympus-Texas Masque Ball.

In February, March and April, we painted, decorated and sealed our concrete floor to replace the wood floor lost in the June 2001 floods.

In March, we put up a satellite exhibit of over 150 framed pictures of the NAMES Project--Houston at the Lesbian/Gay Community Center in Houston.

In May, we opened our new exhibit, “Art Takes Many Forms”
In May, the Houston Area Bears held a private party/social event at the museum.

In June, we sponsored a cast party at the museum for the actors, director and board of Theatre Suburbia in appreciation of the benefit show they did as our Pride Week event/fundraiser [shared with the Pride Committee].

In June, we added a glass display case at the Community Center and filled it with small artifacts dating as far back as the 1960s as part of the satellite exhibit.

In, June, we held an Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride week event.

In June, we participated in the Hewlett Packard Pride event with a table of information and photograph albums of past exhibits.

