The KOOTI Award





The KOOTI Award was conceived and first awarded following Olympus 22 - the first ball held in Houston.  Gary Ward, Member-at-large, created the award with the decision that it would be a rotating award, i.e., it would be passed around from year to year.  The name of the award is derived from the initials:  Krewe of Olympus, Texas - Inc.  The award, a purple wig stand, was originally given to Greg Clipp during Brunch for managing to put REAL blood on his float costume when he fell through a supporting member during his number that first Houston ball.  Gary also requested that he add something to the award and return it to Brunch the following year.  Greg added a piece of the 2x4 that was embedded in his body.





Tradition holds that the award is presented to the member who makes the biggest spectacle (generally public) of themselves.  (There was a period of time when the Krewe was under the mistaken impression that it was for the member taking the biggest fall in the course of the ball.)  Greg ultimately added a bit of the wood that bit him, so to speak.





In 1993, the KOOTI was presented back to Gary Ward who presented the KOOTI award to Ball Captain Scott Clark.  During her opening number, GOD! forgot she was in heels and fell down on three, did not miss a beat, and was back in step for four.  Scott added a graceful lady (the bottom half anyway) with both legs up in the air and a shoe missing.





Following Olympus 24, Bruce Reeves as Member-at-large was encouraged by a number of members to present the award to Kurt Drechsler for his infamous fall as the clown on two foot stiilts.  However, Bruce chose instead to award the Kooti that year to Luckie Itow for the costume representing a total lack of taste.  Luckie’s dress rehearsal was tasteless enough, but for the ball she added large red phalli to her love slaves and ultimately added a doll with phallus arms to the Kooti.





In 1995, Sands Steifer, then Member-at-large, presented the Kooti to Ball Captain Bill Walters for becoming the public drunk.  Miss Walters was three sheets to the wind BEFORE the ball started and in Grande March proceeded to sit down (the hard way) on the ballroom floor.  (It should also be noted that later that evening she took out her contacts and put them in a glass of water which she claims to have poured down the drain - but there are those that still insist she drank them.  Bill noted that two things brought him to his condition:  being captain and vodka.  Therefore, he added an arm (complete with white feather adornment) holding a bottle of Smirnoff and a captain’s whistle.





1996 Garage Sale presents a interesting array of possibilities.  Ball Captain John Weinland was threatened with the award on several occasions - the first and most notable being the evening he expressed that Miss Itow would be a large - probably oozing - vagina during the ball.  (Which she ultimately did - but considerably smaller and tamer - it didn’t weep.)  Grace Harvey led the entire Krewe from the ballroom during rehearsal shouting Kooti because the Ball Captain’s husband - Mr. Miss McCoy managed to get stuck in the back of the U-Haul trucking holding John’s costume.  While Bruce considered this worthy, he felt it would be more appropriate to give it to John - it was his costume afterall.  Ultimately, the decision was made during the course of the bal
