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Mardi Gras Ball Etiquette and General Information





Attire


Formal attire is required.  Men’s or women’s tuxedos or women’s formal evening wear must be worn by all attendees.  Jeans, kilts and tennis shoes are for parties, not the ball.  No costumes are allowed in the audience.  This tradition is strictly enforced.  You will not be allowed to attend if you are not properly attired.





Invitations and Seating


Invitations to a Mardi Gras ball are issued by individual members to their chosen guests.  You are seated at a table assigned to your host member.  Your invitation is personal and non-transferrable.  If you are unable to attend, you should contact your host to arrange a return of the invitation.  Seating at the Captain’s Table is reserved for major donors and special guests of the Krewe and the Captain.





Gifts, Throws and Decorations


You will find cups, decorations and possibly even gifts at your table.  The ones at your table are for you to use and take with you after the ball.  During the ball, beads, doubloons and trinkets will be thrown.  Forget your dignity and have fun catching all that you can, but try not to hurt your neighbor in the process.  We do ask that for your safety and ours that you refrain from coming onto the ball floor for these items.





Definitions





Krewe: A term coined in nineteenth century New Orleans referring to private organizations whose members stage balls, parades and parties during the carnival season.





Mardi Gras Ball: An elaborate costume presentation revolving around a theme.





Captain: The absolute leader of a Krewe, or in the case of Olympus, the absolute leader of the ball.  While some Krewes have permanent Captains, Olympus follows the tradition of electing a Captain annually.





Royalty:  Each year, two members are crowned King and Queen.  This honor is bestowed as a reward for service to the organization.  The Captain alone determines who will receive the crowns and their identity is kept secret, even from the membership, until the ball.





Tableau: The theme part of a Mardi Gras Ball during which the costume presentation takes place.  This starts with the traditional blowing of the Captain’s whistle and ends with call-ups.





Call-ups: After the new royalty are presented, dignitaries from community organizations and other Krewes are invited to offer congratulations and/or gifts to the King and Queen.





Open Court: A time at the end of the ball, during which all attendees are invited to greet the court and other costumed members.  The ball floor will then be open for dancing and socializing.





The most important tradition of all - HAVE FUN!
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