Hi!



First of all, here’s the calendar for the rest of the year!



Saturday, November 16, 1996 - 6 pm Ball Meeting at Dennis & Jack’s

Saturday, November 1
6
, 1996 - 7 pm Social at Dennis & Jack’s

Friday, December 20, 1996 - 7 pm Christmas Party at Bob Briddicks

Monday, January 6, 1997 - 7 pm King Cake Party at Bruce & Judy’s

Saturday, January 11, 1997 - 4:30 pm - Lovett Inn - General Meeting

Saturday, January 11, 1997 - 7:00 pm - Lovett Inn - 12th Nite Party

Saturday, January 25, 1997 - THE BALL - 9 am ALL DAY - Conference Center

Sunday, January 2
6
, 1997 - CLEANUP - 9 am 
followed by Brunch




Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23 TBA - Chorus Rehearsals

Friday, January 24, 6 pm - Chorus Rehearsals at Conference Center



These are the choruses:



Opening Chorus - The Ladies

Steve Evans, Weldon Hickey, Jim Humble, Ben Jones, A. J. Simpson, John Weinland - Costumes to be determined with the group and Bruce (hopefully at Jack’s on the 16th)

Opening Chorus - Krewe Kadets

Peter Barr, Wend Bennett, Shawn Casaba, David Dexel, Perrie Dolph, David Elliott, Gary Evans, Anita Goff, Paul Hagar, Bill Henry, John Lengyel, Denise Martin, Dennis Peterson, Sands Steifer, Bill Walters, John Watson

Costumes: Shirts and Arm Bands will be purchased for you ($25)

You supply black pants, black socks (or hose for girls), black shoes or pumps.



Color Guard - Doug Willis, Ray Price, Bill O’Rourke, Gary McCoy - costumes to 

	be coordinated with Doug.



Religion Chorus - Whores of Babylon

Perry Dolph, Bill Henry, Jim Humble, Don Mims, Bill Walters, John Watson - pick your own costume - girls whorish, boys in leather (whorish)

Coordinating materials ($5)

Religion Chorus - Rainbow Nuns

Gary Evans, Steve Evans, Paul Hagar, John Lengyel, A.J. Simpson (need a sixth) - costumes will be borrowed - Coordinating materials ($5)

Religion Chorus - Monks

Peter Barr, David Dexel, David Elliott, Dave Gebert, Dennis Peterson, Doug Willis - costumes from Krewe storage - Coordinating materials ($5)



Collection Chorus - Gypsies

Perrie Dolph, Gary Evans, Steve Evans, A.J. Simpson - costumes on your own - coordinating materials ($?)

Collection Chorus - Tramps

David Gebert, Bill Henry, Dennis Peterson, John Watson - costumes on your own - coordinating materials ($?)

Collection Chorus - Thieves

Peter Barr, David Dexel, David Elliott, Doug Willis - costumes on your own - coordinating materials ($?)



Mardi Gras Parade - Big Heads - Jim Adie, Paul Hager, John Lengyel





Laissez Les Bons Temps Rouler!!!


�Ball 101



BOLD STUFF IS ADDED FOR THIS YEAR!



YOU MUST ATTEND DRESS REHEARSAL (OR BE EXCUSED BY THE CAPTAIN) TO HAVE A MAJOR COSTUME IN THE BALL.



Table positions are being tenatively set and will be passed out at the Christmas party (with your invitations).  TABLE POSITIONS ARE NOT FINAL UNTIL THE BALL ROOM IS READY TO GO.



PLAN ON SPENDING THE DAY AT THE BALLROOM WITH NO OPPORTUNITY TO GO HOME.  If everyone participates appropriately, there MAY be a chance to go home.



YOU MUST PARTICIPATE IN CLEAN-UP (OR BE EXCUSED BY THE CAPTAIN) 
IN ORDER 
TO ATTEND THE BRUNCH.  Roll will be called at the beginning AND end to determine who is there.  You must be at BOTH roll calls to be counted present.
  The ball captain will know if you are there or not.




We are discussing making the Bruch a small fundraiser.  We’ll let you know the status of this as time approaches.



Members are expected to WORK the ball.  That is, you don’t get to sit in the audience (unless you have SPECIAL permission from the Captain).  If you do not have an assigned position, you will probably be working backstage.  The Captain may also request that you wear a tux so you are available to work the floor.



Members (in good standing) are guaranteed 10 invitations to the ball in the by-laws.



Tradition allows board members an additional 10 invitations to the ball - subject to availability and the will of the Captain.



Additional invitations are sometimes available to any krewe member subject to availability and the will of the Captain. YOU SHOULD HAVE ALREADY REQUESTED THESE!



Ads are sold for the ball program.  This is an additional major fundraiser of the Krewe.  Ads are generally available in 1/4, 1/2 and full pages.  Classifieds are generally available to Krewe members as well and these can be a lot of fun.  Members are not expected to buy display ads, although they are allowed to - generally at a slight discount.  ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS AND DISPLAY ADS NOW THROUGH DAVID GANDY.  CLASSIFIEDS ARE $5.
  AD DEADLINES ARE FIRM FOR DECEMBER 15.




Money is collected by the Ball Lieutenant
(s)
 prior to the ball to buy the Captain a gift (the Captain’s Gift).




�
Each member is responsible for decorating their table(s).  Generally speaking, the rules are:

1) No food - unless otherwise specified by the Captain - I am allowing some foods, but discuss this with me first.

2) No alcohol (like champagne) at the table

3) Things on your table should be short enough to be seen over - otherwise your guests (and those behind your table) will have difficulty seeing the ball floor.

4) The Captain may make other rules as well.  Sometimes, the Captain will request that the room have a uniform color before the ball requiring everything be put in a bag of that color....

5) When in doubt, ask.




Throws (things to throw into the audience) became a major part of the Olympus tradition with the move to Houston.  The Captain has been known, however, to restrict throws to color, type or whatever.  Before buying throws it’s a good idea to ask.  Beads are generally purchased by individual members.  Most people buy from Accent Annex in New Orleans (800-322-2368).



Doubloons are sometimes purchased for the ball.  Orders for doubloons are always placed in advance, although some additional ones are generally ordered and are available for sale on a first come, first served basis.  In 1996, doubloons cost $5 for 25 “throws”, $3.50 for a bronze doubloon and $10.00 for a gold plated bronze doubloon. 

DEADLINE NOV. 15 - CALL JUDY.



The Krewe hires a professional photographer to take pictures at the ball.  A video company also produces a video of the ball.  Several weeks after the ball, there is generally a photograph/video party at which time photographs and videos may be purchased.  1996 prices were 50¢ a picture and/or the package of 60 pictures for $25.  The ball video also cost $25.



Cups are purchased by the Krewe for the tables at the ball.  Additional cups are also available for sale following the ball.  (1996 price - $12.50 for 25 cups.)



Major Costumes are coordinated with the Captain.  Generally, any regular/charter member paying full dues is allowed to do a Major Costume.  The Captain may tell you what costume to do, or allow you to do one of your choosing - dependent on the ball theme and how it is being handled that year.  Most people in the Krewe probably average $
5
00-
6
00 on their major costumes.  Some spend more, some spend less.  It all depends on how elaborate you choose to get and what your creative juices put to use.
  
MAJOR COSTUMES HAVE BEEN SET FOR THE BALL.




Feathers are often a part of a major costume and are generally ordered in December.  Feathers typically cost about $150 a pound (80 feathers).  

DEADLINE DEC. 1 - CONTACT BEN JONES



It is proper ettiquette for a Major Costume to bow, curtsey or salute the returning royalty as well as the Captain and Lieutenant at some point during their number.  It does not matter where or when as long as it happens.  Choruses may or may not do this as is decided by the chorus leader/choregrapher.



Following the conclusion of the ball, members are expected to help cleanup - either that evening or the morning after - dependent on the availability of the ball room and the will of the Captain.
�
The day following the ball, there is a Brunch.  During this time numerous things occur:

Royalty, Captain and Lieutenant open gifts presented during open court as well as those given by the membership.  Members are not required to give gifts - some do, some do not.  

The Captain’s Gift is presented from the Krewe to the Captain.

Has Beens (Outgoing Royalty) are presented paddles and welcomed into the Silver Circle.

New Royalty are paddled by all of Silver Circle in attendance.

The video from the ball is shown.

The KOOTI award is presented.  The KOOTI was derived by Gary Ward with the first Houston ball and has been presented annually since.  It is a rotating award that is added to by each recepient.  It is awarded by the Activities Captain generally to the person making the biggest public spectacle of themself at a Krewe event during the course of the year.





