Krewe of Olympus 101





Olympus has 3 major fundraisers during the year.  These are Bastille Day (July), Fais do Dos (October) and 12th night (Saturday on or after January 6).  Members are expected to attend, help out any way they can AND pay at the door and for drinks.  Other activities also occur in the year such as garage sales to help raise the money for the ball.





There are at least 5 meetings of Olympus each year - one each quarter and the annual meeting to elect officers for new coming year.  Each of these meetings requires a quorum of 50% of the membership to be present.  If you are unable to attend a meeting, please try to get a proxy to someone to represent you during the meeting.  A member may only vote 1 proxy, so at least 1/4 of the membership must be in physical attendance (holding another 1/4’s proxies) for a meeting to take place.





Should you ever have reason to resign from the Krewe, resignations are required IN WRITING.  This is true even if you are a prospective member who decides not to become a regular member after being voted in.





BALL





Members are expected to WORK the ball.  That is, you don’t get to sit in the audience (unless you have SPECIAL permission from the Captain).  If you do not have an assigned position, you will probably be working backstage.  The Captain may also request that you wear a tux so you are available to work the floor.





Members (in good standing) are guaranteed 10 invitations to the ball in the by-laws.





Tradition allows board members an additional 10 invitations to the ball - subject to availability and the will of the Captain.





Additional invitations are sometimes available to any krewe member subject to availability and the will of the Captain.





Ads are sold for the ball program.  This is an additional major fundraiser of the Krewe.  Ads are generally available in 1/4, 1/2 and full pages.  Classifieds are generally available to Krewe members as well and these can be a lot of fun.  Members are not expected to buy display ads, although they are allowed to - generally at a slight discount.





Money is collected by the Ball Lieutenant prior to the ball to buy the Captain a gift (the Captain’s Gift).





Each member is responsible for decorating their table(s).  Generally speaking, the rules are:


1) No food - unless otherwise specified by the Captain


2) No alcohol (like champagne) at the table


3) Things on your table should be short enough to be seen over - otherwise your guests (and those behind your table) will have difficulty seeing the ball floor.


4) The Captain may make other rules as well.  Sometimes, the Captain will request that the room have a uniform color before the ball requiring everything be put in a bag of that color....


5) When in doubt, ask.





�
Throws (things to throw into the audience) became a major part of the Olympus tradition with the move to Houston.  The Captain has been known, however, to restrict throws to color, type or whatever.  Before buying throws it’s a good idea to ask.  Beads are generally purchased by individual members.  Most people buy from Accent Annex in New Orleans (800-322-2368).





Doubloons are sometimes purchased for the ball.  Orders for doubloons are always placed in advance, although some additional ones are generally ordered and are available for sale on a first come, first served basis.  In 1996, doubloons cost $5 for 25 “throws”, $3.50 for a bronze doubloon and $10.00 for a gold plated bronze doubloon.





The Krewe hires a professional photographer to take pictures at the ball.  A video company also produces a video of the ball.  Several weeks after the ball, there is generally a photograph/video party at which time photographs and videos may be purchased.  1996 prices were 50¢ a picture and/or the package of 60 pictures for $25.  The ball video also cost $25.





Cups are purchased by the Krewe for the tables at the ball.  Additional cups are also available for sale following the ball.  (1996 price - $12.50 for 25 cups.)





Major Costumes are coordinated with the Captain.  Generally, any regular/charter member paying full dues is allowed to do a Major Costume.  The Captain may tell you what costume to do, or allow you to do one of your choosing - dependent on the ball theme and how it is being handled that year.  Most people in the Krewe probably average $300-500 on their major costumes.  Some spend more, some spend less.  It all depends on how elaborate you choose to get and what your creative juices put to use.





Feathers are often a part of a major costume and are generally ordered in December.  Feathers typically cost about $150 a pound (80 feathers).





It is proper ettiquette for a Major Costume to bow, curtsey or salute the returning royalty as well as the Captain and Lieutenant at some point during their number.  It does not matter where or when as long as it happens.  Choruses may or may not do this as is decided by the chorus leader/choregrapher.





Following the conclusion of the ball, members are expected to help cleanup - either that evening or the morning after - dependent on the availability of the ball room and the will of the Captain.





The day following the ball, there is a Brunch.  During this time numerous things occur:


Royalty, Captain and Lieutenant open gifts presented during open court as well as those given by the membership.  Members are not required to give gifts - some do, some do not.  


The Captain’s Gift is presented from the Krewe to the Captain.


Has Beens (Outgoing Royalty) are presented paddles and welcomed into the Silver Circle.


New Royalty are paddled by all of Silver Circle in attendance.


The video from the ball is shown.


The KOOTI award is presented.  The KOOTI was derived by Gary Ward with the first Houston ball and has been presented annually since.  It is a rotating award that is added to by each recepient.  It is awarded by the Activities Captain generally to the person making the biggest public spectacle of themself at a Krewe event during the course of the year.





