BYLAWS

OF

THE IMPERIAL COURT OF HOUSTON, INC. 

[ICOH – THE SPACE CITY EMPIRE]

AS APPROVED/AMENDED BY THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

UPDATED JANUARY 8, 2004

ARTICLE I

THE CORPORATION

SECTION 1 ~ NAME

The name of the Corporation is The Imperial Court of Houston, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as "I.C.O.H.") d.b.a. ICOH - The Space City Empire.

SECTION 2 ~ DURATION 

The period of duration of the Corporation is perpetual.

SECTION 3 ~ PURPOSE   


The purpose of the Corporation is to sponsor, support and promote community charitable and educational programs and efforts, to promote and recognize community leaders and to promote harmony among the people in the community. I.C.O.H. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization chartered by the State of Texas by Number 800086530 on May 23, 2002 benefiting local 501(c)(3) organizations.

a. Mission Statement 

The Imperial Court of Houston, Inc. (ICOH - The Space City Empire) is a Drag/Leather/Levi diversity-focused charitable and social organization open to and supportive of all individuals who uphold the ideals of Integrity, Community, Opportunity and Humanity; and is further dedicated to raising funds for worthy 501(c)(3) charitable organizations. 

SECTION 4 ~ JURISDICTION

The Corporation will serve and have jurisdiction over only the geographical area within the State of Texas, that particular area being designated by the State of Texas as the counties of Harris, Brazoria, Fort Bend, Waller, Montgomery, San Jacinto, Liberty, Chambers, Galveston, Hardin, Jefferson and Orange, but shall execute its duties on a worldwide basis. 

At the recommendation of the Board of Directors, the general membership may vote for I.C.O.H. to support the creation of Baronies within or outside of its jurisdiction.  Such Baronies will be subject to the rules and regulations determined by the Board of Directors and to the extent necessary to protect the Corporation’s non-profit status and good standing with the State of Texas and the United States of America.

SECTION 5 ~ OFFICES

The registered office and the physical office of the Corporation will be set by the Chairman of the Board of Directors and filed annually with the Secretary of State’s office within 30 days of the first general meeting of each reign and will always remain within the geographical boundaries as set forth in Article I, Section 4 of these Bylaws.

SECTION 6 ~ OWNERSHIP   

The Corporation, all trade names and trademarks owned by it will be considered the property of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 7 ~ FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the Imperial Court of Houston shall be November 1 through October 31.

SECTION 8 ~ CORPORATE SEAL

Unless the general membership determines otherwise, the corporation shall not have a corporate seal.

SECTION 9 ~ STOCK  

The Corporation shall have no capital stock and shall be composed of members rather than shareholders.

ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1 ~ MEMBERSHIP

a. Regular and Corporate Membership in I.C.O.H. is open to all residents of the counties of Harris, Brazoria, Fort Bend, Waller, Montgomery, San Jacinto, Liberty, Chambers, Galveston, Hardin, Jefferson and Orange, Texas who support the efforts of the community and choose to be a part of this organization. Associate Membership is open to any individual who support the efforts of the community and choose to be a part of this organization.

b. General membership in the corporation shall not be denied to any person regardless of such person’s national origin, race, creed, religion, disability, sexual preference, or gender identification. Membership may be denied to any person who has shown malice or malfeasance toward I.C.O.H. or its members in the past. This denial will be based on the severity of the unacceptable act. Such membership may only be denied with a recommendation to the general membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors and ratification by a majority vote of the general membership in good standing.

c. Since many of the Corporation’s activities will be conducted in establishments regulated by the Alcoholic Beverage Commission of the State of Texas [TABC] (or any subsequent commission or agency having regulatory authority over establishments serving alcoholic beverages), members not of legal age as determined by the TABC (or any subsequent commission or agency having regulatory authority over establishments serving alcoholic beverages) may not participate in such activities of the corporation without the express written consent of the owner of any such establishment or such owner’s duly authorized agent.

d. ICOH/Space City Empire members may attend any official Imperial Court System (ICS) functions (i.e. coronations, adornments, ducal balls, investitures, candidate announcements, etc.): however, when attending any said function(s), including RSICSS, Houston, representing themselves by title of affiliation with ICOH/Space City Empire, it is highly recommended such members consult the board of directors. 
Section 2 ~ DUES

Each member of the corporation shall pay monthly dues to the corporation, with the exception of the reigning monarch(s) and the members of the College of Monarchs and as stated in the Rules and Regulations. The amount of monthly dues shall be determined by a majority vote of the general membership in good standing at the first general membership meeting of each reign. Dues may be paid in advance for a period not to extend beyond the end of the fiscal year. The reigning monarch(s) may waive dues payment for any member if such waiver is deemed to be in the best interest of the corporation.

A member shall be deemed in good standing if his/her dues are no more than 60 days delinquent. In any event, all dues and other financial obligations must be paid in full prior to the annual event of the corporation known as Enthronement in order to maintain his/her title and be presented to the reigning monarchs at Enthronement. Any member not in good standing will have all titles and voting rights suspended. Members not in good standing for a period 2 months may be dropped from the membership rolls.

SECTION 3 ~ REGULAR MEETINGS

General membership meetings shall be held monthly as stated in the rules and regulations.

SECTION 4 ~ SPECIAL MEETINGS

Special meetings of the general membership may be called by the Chairman of the Board of Directors, the Emperor or Empress, or by ten (10) members in good standing. Notice of such meeting must be presented to all members in good standing at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to such meeting.

SECTION 5 ~ QUORUM

Forty percent (40%) or 20 members of the general membership (whichever is smaller) in good standing shall constitute a quorum for conducting business.

SECTION 6 ~ COLLEGE OF MONARCHS

The College of Monarchs shall consist of all Emperors and Empresses who have completed their reign. Any Monarch who does not complete his/her reign for any reason shall not be a member of the College of Monarchs.  Monarchs shall be invested in the College of Monarchs prior to the crowning of the new Monarchs at each Enthronement.  The College of Monarchs, along with the stepping down Monarchs, shall be witnesses of the election tally at Prince and Princess Ball and shall conduct the Investment ceremony of Imperial Crown Prince/Princess Royale – Emperor/Empress elect, as well as the Emperor/Empress crowning ceremony at Enthronement.  Additionally, the College of Monarchs will act as an advisory council to the Reigning Monarchs, providing advice, counsel, guidance, recommendations and suggestions throughout the reign.  Each member of the College of Monarchs will be entitled to be addressed as Emperor/Empress followed by their reign number and shall be accorded all honors and respects associated with such title as determined by the Minister/Mistress of Protocol.

SECTION 7 ~ EMPEROR AND EMPRESS

The offices of Emperor and Empress are expressly created to serve as the official representatives of I.C.O.H., executing the expressed goals of the Corporation. The Emperor and Empress will have no outstanding debts to I.C.O.H. at the time of Enthronement.

SECTION 8 ~ LINE OF SUCCESSION
a. The Line of Succession is named annually at the sole discretion of the newly reigning monarchs, with the exception of Imperial Crown Prince/Princess Royale. 

b. Any member of the Line of Succession, with the exception of Imperial Crown Prince/Princess Royale, can be removed or have their title changed at the sole discretion of the reigning monarch(s); however, the monarch(s) must advise the Board of Directors of such action prior to removal/change. A member who has been removed or had his/her title changed can appeal the decision of the reigning monarch(s) to the board of directors. Final decision will be made by majority vote of the Board of Directors.

c. The Line of Succession and its order is:
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SECTION 10 ~ RESIGNATION

A member may resign his/her membership from the organization at any time but most do so in writing to the secretary of the board of directors. Unless otherwise directed, members of the College of Monarchs or Lifetime titleholders who resign shall retain their title(s) in perpetuity but shall not be considered a voting member of the organization.

SECTION 11 ~ REMOVAL

A member may be removed with a recommendation to the general membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors and ratification by a majority vote of the general membership in good standing, provided a grievance has been filed with the Board of Directors no less than five (5) days prior to the general membership meeting at which the vote is to take place. Prior to such a vote, all members in good standing must be given notice of the grievance no less than three (3) days prior to the general membership meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section I.

Unless otherwise directed, members of the College of Monarchs or Lifetime titleholders who are removed shall lose their title(s) in perpetuity and shall not be considered a voting member of the organization.

SECTION 12 ~ REINSTATEMENT

Any member who resigns may be reinstated with a recommendation to the general membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors and ratification by a majority vote of the general membership in good standing.

A member who has been removed by vote of the general membership may be reinstated with a recommendation to the general membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors and ratification by a two-thirds vote of the general membership in good standing.

All requests for reinstatement must be submitted in writing to the Board of Directors no less than five (5) days prior to the general membership meeting at which the vote is to take place. Prior to such a vote, all members in good standing must be given notice of the request for reinstatement no less than three (3) days prior to the general membership meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section 1.

ARTICLE III

THE MANAGEMENT

SECTION 1 ~ AUTHORITY 

The affairs and daily management of the Corporation shall be under the control of the Board of Directors of I.C.O.H.

SECTION 2 ~ QUALIFICATIONS

In order to qualify for election to the Board of Directors, a member must be in good standing and must have been a member of the Corporation for a period of one (1) year, except for any board member elected during the initial year of incorporation, and except for any board member elected during the second year of incorporation, whereas a member must be in good standing and must have been a member since April 1, 2003. The reigning monarchs are not eligible for election to the Board, but shall serve as non-voting ex-officio members thereof, as set forth in Article III, Section 3 of these Bylaws.

SECTION 3 ~ COMPOSITION

The Board of Directors shall consist of no more than ten (10) voting members. Four (4) members of the Board of Directors shall be elected by the General membership at the first meeting of each reign for a term of two (2) years, thus insuring a continuing total of eight (8) elected members.

The immediate past Emperor and/or Empress shall be voting board members for the period of one year providing they have fulfilled their duties as prescribed in Article IV Section 2 of these Bylaws.

The current reigning Emperor and/or Empress shall be ex-officio non-voting board members during their reign.

SECTION 4 ~ REGULAR MEETINGS

Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held monthly and shall be held no earlier than 14 days and no later than 5 days prior to the monthly general membership meeting. Notification of meeting date, time and location shall be given to the general membership at the monthly general membership meeting prior to the scheduled board meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section 1. All regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be open to any interested parties.

SECTION 5 ~ SPECIAL MEETINGS

Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the Chairman of the Board or by request of a majority of Directors. Notification of such meeting must be presented to all members in good standing at lease forty-eight (48) hours prior to said meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section 1. All special meetings of the Board of directors shall be open to any interested parties.

SECTION 6 ~ QUORUM

60% (60 percent) of the Board of Directors, of which two (2) are officers, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the members of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 7 ~ ATTENDANCE

Any director’s absence from two (2) consecutive regular meetings of the Board of Directors or from three (3) regular meetings of the Board of Directors in a fiscal year shall result in automatic removal of such director from the Board and the vacancy created thereby will be filled according to Article III, Section 10. 

Any director removed from the Board shall not be eligible for re-election until the following fiscal year.

SECTION 8 ~ RESIGNATION

Any Board member wishing to resign his/her membership from the Board of Directors must do so in writing addressed to the Secretary of the Board.

SECTION 9 ~ REMOVAL

A director may be removed from the Board of Directors by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the general membership in good standing, provided a grievance has been filed with the Board of Directors no less than five (5) days prior to the general membership meeting at which the vote is to take place. Prior to such a vote, all members in good standing must be given notice of the grievance no less than three (3) days prior to the general membership meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section 1.

SECTION 10 ~ VACANCIES 

Vacancies on the Board of Directors resulting from resignation, removal from office or any other reason shall be filled by majority vote of the general membership in good standing at the regular general membership meeting immediately following notification of vacancy. Prior to such a vote, all members in good standing must be given notice of the election no less than three (3) days prior to the general membership meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section 1. The newly elected board member shall only fulfill the remainder of the term of the vacated position. 

SECTION 11 ~ COMPENSATION

Directors shall not receive any stated salaries or compensation for their services, but they shall not be precluded from serving the corporation in any other capacity and receiving reasonable compensation thereof.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

SECTION 1 ~ ELECTION/NUMBER/TENURE  

The Board of Directors shall elect officers, from the voting members of the Board of Directors, immediately following the first general membership meeting of each reign. The officer positions shall consist of Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary. The term of office shall be one year and no one person shall serve in the same position for a period exceeding three consecutive years.

The officers of the Board of Directors and the duties and responsibilities shall be:

a. Chairman - The Chairman of the Board of Directors shall, when present, preside over all meetings of the Board of Directors and shall serve as Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation, overseeing the activities of the general membership.  The Chairman, with the Secretary or any other proper officer of the corporation authorized by the board, may execute any contract or other instrument, which the board has authorized to be executed. The Chairman shall have signing authority on checks written by the Treasurer, provided one other authorized signature countersigns the check. The Chairman shall perform all duties incident to the office of Chairman and any other such duties as may be assigned by the Board of Directors. The Chairman may assign and oversee duties to members. The Chairman appoint committee chairs (including but not limited to Audit Committee, Candidate Coordinator, Ball Chair, Minister/Mistress of Protocol) set forth within the Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H. with majority consent of the Board of Directors. The Chairman of the Board will only have voting privileges in the case of a tie, including but not limited to board votes, general membership votes and the election of Emperor and Empress. The Chairman of the Board may make motions to be put to vote as well as any other board members.

b. Vice-Chairman – In the absence of the Chairman or in the event of the Chairman’s death, inability, or refusal to act, the Vice-Chairman shall perform the duties of Chairman, and when so acting shall have all the powers of and be subject to the restrictions upon the Chairman. The Vice Chairman shall have signing authority on checks written by the Treasurer, provided the check is countersigned by one other authorized signature. The Vice Chairman shall also perform such other duties as assigned by the Chairman or the Board of Directors.

c. Secretary – The Secretary shall serve as Corporate Secretary of the Corporation and shall oversee any such duties as prescribed by law, including, but not limited to, all legal filings required by the City, State or Federal Government. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Board meetings; prepare an agenda of each regular board meeting; see that all notices are duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; be the custodian of records; keep a register of the mailing addresses and phone numbers of the members of the Corporation, the Board of Directors, and any committee members appointed by the Chairman or resolution of the Board; and keep copies of all official corporate correspondence transmitted by any director, official representative or agent of the corporation (and in this regard each director, official representative or agent of the corporation shall promptly submit copies of any such correspondence to the secretary). The Secretary shall have signing authority on checks written by the Treasurer, provided the check is countersigned by one other authorized signature. The Secretary shall also file any duly authorized notice of change of the registered agent or registered office of the corporation with the Secretary of State, and such other reports as may be required by law. The Secretary shall also perform such other duties as assigned by the Chairman or Board of Directors.

d. Treasurer –The treasurer shall have responsibility for the custody and safekeeping of all funds and securities of the Corporation; shall have charge of their collection, deposit and disbursement in accordance with these Bylaws and the direction of the Board of Directors. The Treasurer shall receive and give receipts for monies due and payable to the corporation from any source; reconcile bank statements for I.C.O.H. and prepare a monthly financial report to be delivered monthly at the regular general membership meeting. The bookkeeping shall be done in a manner prescribed by general accounting practices, the IRS and in any manner required of a 501(c)3 determined organization. The Treasurer shall not have signing authority on the I.C.O.H. checking account.

SECTION 2 ~ REIGNING MONARCHS

a. Official Representatives – The reigning monarchs of the Corporation shall be a Reigning Emperor and Reigning Empress, both of whom shall be elected as provided in Article IV, Section 3 and shall, when present, serve as co-moderators at all general membership meetings of I.C.O.H. in accordance with these Bylaws and shall be subject to the direction and control of the Board of Directors. The reigning monarchs shall be the official representatives of the corporation at all functions of I.C.O.H. and shall conduct themselves appropriately. In the absence of the reigning monarchs, the reigning Crown Prince Royale and Crown Princess Royale shall represent the reigning monarchs at any such function, but shall have no further power and/or authority.

b. Obligations – In addition to any obligations of the reigning monarchs set forth in these Bylaws, each reigning monarch is expected to attend all state functions of I.C.O.H., miss not more than (two) 2 meetings of the general membership or Board of Directors, and miss not more than 10 I.C.O.H. fund raising events. 

c. Lifetime Titles and Proclamations – Each reigning monarch shall be entitled to confer one (1) lifetime title and to issue one (1) proclamation at the end of his/her reign with the prior majority approval of the board of directors. Proclamations shall automatically become a Rule/Regulation within the official Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H. Each reigning monarch shall advise the board of his/her proclamation and lifetime title in writing no later than 60 days prior to Enthronement.

d. Financial Authority – The Reigning Monarchs shall have no right or authority to spend funds of the Corporation (beyond the amount prescribed in the rules and regulations) or bind the Corporation into any contractual obligation without express prior consent of the Board of Directors.

e. Removal – Failure of a monarch to comply with the expected requirements of Article IV, Section 2, Sub-Section B of these Bylaws, or for any other reason considered to be detrimental to the purpose of the Corporation, may be grounds for temporary or permanent forfeiture of his/her title and removal from office. A monarch may be temporarily or permanently removed from office with a recommendation to the general membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors and ratification by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the general members in good standing, provided a grievance has been filed with the Board of Directors no less than five (5) days prior to the general membership meeting at which the vote is to take place. Prior to such vote, all members in good standing must be given notice of the grievance no less than three (3) days prior to the general membership meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section 1.

f. Reinstatement – A monarch who has been temporarily removed from office may be reinstated with a recommendation to the general membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors and ratification by a majority vote of the general members in good standing. Prior to such vote, all members in good standing must be given notice of the request for reinstatement no less than three (3) days prior to the general membership meeting in accordance with Article IX, Section 1.

SECTION 3 ~ EMPEROR/EMPRESS ELECTION

a. Election – The election of Emperor and Empress shall be held by a community election. Any member of ICOH – The Space City Empire or resident of the Counties set forth in Article I, Section 4 is eligible to vote for Emperor and Empress, provided proof of residency has been established. The winner of Emperor and Empress shall be decided by a plurality of the votes cast. The election will be handled within the guidelines set forth by the Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H. and shall be held no earlier than 90 days and no later than 60 days prior to Enthronement. In the instance of only one candidate running for the position of Emperor or Empress, the candidate shall run on a “yes/no” vote. In the case of only one elected monarch, the Board of Directors may appoint a regent monarch by majority vote. Guidelines for regent monarchs shall be set forth in the Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H.

b. The newly elected Emperor and Empress shall be invested as Imperial Crown Prince Royale – Emperor Elect and Imperial Crown Princess Royale – Empress Elect at Prince and Princess Ball. They will be crowned as Emperor and Empress at the close of the annual Enthronement. 

c. Dispute of Election – Any candidate who ran for the position of Emperor/Empress may request a recount of the votes. Such request must be made to the Candidates Coordinator or the Chairman of the Board within forty-eight (48) hours following the announcement of the new Emperor/Empress. The recount will be conducted by the Board of Directors, the Tally Masters and any candidate(s) who ran for the office of Emperor/Empress.

d. Candidacy – The qualifications to run for the position of Emperor or Empress shall be set forth in the Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H. The Chairman of the Board shall appoint the Candidate Coordinator(s) as set forth in Article IV, Section 1, Sub-Section A of these Bylaws with majority approval of the Board of Directors. The candidates shall be approved by majority vote of the Board. The Candidate Handbook shall be ratified annually by a majority vote of the Board of Directors no later than the  April Board meeting. The date of Candidate Announcement shall be set by the Board of Directors, and shall be held no earlier than 120 days and no later than 90 days prior to enthronement

e. Discrepancies – Any issue not addressed in these Bylaws and the Rules and Regulations pertaining to candidacy or reigning monarchs shall be addressed by the Board of Directors and, if warranted, in consultation with the general membership.


ARTICLE V

COMMITTEES

a. Standing Committees – Permanent Committees of the Corporation are Audit, Protocol, Candidacy, and Enthronement. The Board of Directors shall designate members of each committee by majority vote. As set forth in Article IV, Section 1, The Chairman of each standing committee shall be appointed by the Chairman and approved by majority consent of the Board.

b. Special Committees – The Board of Directors may, by resolution, create any committee it deems necessary, each of which shall consist of such persons and have such authority as the Board shall designate. As set forth in Article IV, Section 1, the Chairman of each special committee shall be appointed by the Chairman of the Board and approved by majority consent of the Board.

c. Term of Office – The term of each member of a committee shall be one (1) year, unless otherwise provided by the Board resolution creating the committee, although the committee may be of longer duration. Each member of the committee may hold his/her committee appointment until his/her successor is appointed, the committee is terminated, or he/she is removed by the board. 

d. Vacancies – Vacancies in the membership of any committee shall be filled by appointment by the Board of Directors in the same manner as provided in the case of original appointments.

e. Rules – Each committee may adopt rules for its own government not inconsistent with these Bylaws, the Articles of Incorporation, the Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H., or with rules adopted by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VI

FINANCES

SECTION 1 ~ RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

a. Receipts – All funds raised, whether through dues, fundraisers or benefits, will be documented by completing the deposit worksheet. A copy of which must be presented to the Treasurer of the Board of Directors within 5 days.

b. Disbursements.  It shall be the responsibility of the Court Treasurer to disburse all funds of I.C.O.H. in the appropriate manner.  All disbursements must be signed by two (2) members of the Board of Directors. All disbursements except those for normal operating expenses of I.C.O.H. and those to forward funds to designated beneficiaries of benefit events, shall be submitted to the Board of Directors for approval prior to incurring any expense. Should any member incur expenses on behalf of I.C.O.H. prior to receiving such approval, reimbursement shall be at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

c. Checks – All checks, drafts, or other order for the payment of money shall be distributed by the Treasurer and signed by two (2) officers other than that of the Treasurer. 

d. Fundraisers – The purpose of Court fundraisers shall be to raise funds for the I.C.O.H. Treasury.  It shall be the responsibility of each member to assist in such fundraisers.

e. Benefits – The purpose of Benefits is to raise funds for those organizations which have submitted proof of 501(c)3 status in writing to the Board of Directors of the Corporation.

f. Book Closure and Year End Distribution – The books of each fiscal year shall be closed October 31 of every year. At the conclusion of each fiscal year all funds in the I.C.O.H. Treasury will be disbursed to a 501(c)3 organization within the State of Texas, with the exception of $1000 maintained to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the Articles hereof for the next fiscal year, any funds raised for the current reign, and any amount in special funds set forth in the rules and regulations. A financial audit shall be done at the close of every other reign beginning with the close of Reign II.

g. Confidentiality – All financial matters of the corporation, other than those statements submitted to the members of the corporation, shall be confidential and shall not be released or discussed without the express consent of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

The most current and revised Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the authority on all questions of parliamentary procedure except where the same may be inconsistent with the Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and/or Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H.

ARTICLE VIII

DISSOLUTION

Upon Dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all the liabilities of the Corporation dispose of all of the assets of the Corporation exclusively for the purposes of the Corporation in such manner, or to such organizations as shall at the time qualify as a 501(c)3 charitable organization.

ARTICLE IX

NOTICE AND WAIVER

Section 1 ~ NOTICE

Any notice required to be given to any member, director or officer of the corporation by the provisions of these Bylaws shall be deemed to have been given if such notice is given by telephone, in writing and delivered personally or mailed, sent by telegram, or by means of electronic mail. If notice is given by telephone, the notice shall be deemed delivered when given in person or by message left on the answering machine of the person being telephoned. If notice is given by mail, the notice shall be deemed delivered when deposited in the United States mail, properly addressed with the correct postage. If notice is given by telegram, the notice shall be deemed delivered when the telegram message is delivered in writing to the telegraph company. If notice is given by electronic mail, the notice shall be deemed delivered when successfully delivered via electronic means.

Section 2 ~ WAIVER

Whenever any notice is required to be given a member, director, or officer of the corporation by the provisions of these Bylaws or under the provisions of the Texas Non-Profit Corporations Act, a waiver thereof in writing, signed by the person or persons entitled notice, signed before the required stated time shall be deemed equivalent to the giving of notice. The attendance of any member, director or officer at a meeting shall constitute a Waiver of Notice of the meeting except where such member, director or officer attends a meeting for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business because the meeting is not lawfully called or convened.

ARTICLE X

RESERVATION OF POWERS

All powers not delegated by the Articles of Incorporation, these Bylaws, or the Rules and Regulations of I.C.O.H. are reserved to the Board of Directors and may be exercised in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas and the United States of America.
ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS

These Bylaws may be altered, amended, or repealed and new Bylaws may be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members in good standing at any regular meeting or special meeting at which a quorum is present, provided thirty (30) days prior notice has been given to all members of any proposed alteration, amendment, or repeal in accordance with Article IX, Section 1 of these Bylaws. 
