I nominate Dennis Watson - A valuable member of our community that has raised or helped raise thousands of dollars for those in need. He is always will to help not matter when, where or who.

Dennis has been raising funds for the Houston community since he joined NLA early in 1997. While with NLA he was Treasurer, Member-at-Large and President. He is/was an associate member of the Lancers, HAB and the Misfits. He is a board member of the Wishful Thinking Fund, Recipient of the 2002 Comm-Unity Spirit Award, Recipient of the 2002 Golden Colt Award from the Colt 45’s and Guardian of the Empresses for Life of RSICSS. He was Daddy of Montrose in 1999 and Mother of Montrose in 2003. 

Dennis has another persona as Blanche Debris. Blanche first debuted in early 2003. He soon founded and was named Grand Bitch of the House of Debris. Since that time he has, and I quote “the old gal has popped out somewhere in the neighborhood of 45 to 50 baybee Debris’s (it’s that Cuervo thing again)”.

Dennis presently works for Legacy Foundation as a Health Educator/HIV counselor. His present duties are testing for HIV and other STD’s, interviewing and holding discussions regarding risk reduction.
Judy Reeves 2006
member Theatre Suburbia, Inc. 15 years -- volunteers and directs plays each season

founding member Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of GLBT History, Inc -- current Chair Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of GLBT History, Inc.

Board member ICOH since 2004 -- current Chairman of the Board ICOH 

Ms Leather Pride Houston (2004-2005)

Lifetime member Advisory Board of Lexy Bowen Community Fund -- recipient The Lexy Bowen Hero’s Heart and Soul Award (2004) 

founding member Holocaust Museum Washington DC 

Ms Pegasus Productions (2004) 

Treasurer for Candidate Bruce Reeves during campaign Texas House of Representatives District 134 (1996) 

assistant volunteer coordinator Names Project Houston (1993)  -- Co-chair Houston Chapter March on Austin (1993) 

Co-founder & co-chair Names Project Houston Chapter (1988) -- volunteer Coordinator NAMES Project Houston display on first National tour of quilt (1988)

volunteer After Hours Radio program on KPFT90.1 FM

past member  GUTS 

past member Krewe of Olympus-Texas, Inc.

past member Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus -- past Compliance Officer Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus 

past board member of Gay and Lesbian Switchboard Houston 

past member National Trust for Historic Preservation 

past member Sierra Club 

past member International Gay and Lesbian Bowling Organization  past member  Action Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP)

I would like to nominate Brent Pendleton for the Barry Petree Award.   I feel that Brent is deserving of this nomination because of his unwavering support of our community and his dedication to the fight against the spread of HIV/AIDS.   Brent has been an employee of Legacy Community Health Services for five years with the majority of that time spent as Supervisor of the HIV/AIDS Outreach program.   

Brent has touched many lives in our community including my own with his candid and frank talk about addiction and living with HIV.  I have personally witnessed Brent counsel members of the community who may come up to him in a restaurant, a bar, on the street or at his own home.  He is selfless in his devotion to what he does and never meets a stranger.   Brent is also a favored speaker at conferences around the country and has received numerous accolades in the gay press.   He has also portrays himself in a supporting role in the upcoming feature film "METH" where he speaks openly about his struggle with crystal meth addiction.  This film is playing at various Gay and Lesbian film festivals around the country where he is sure to touch even more lives than just those within our own community with his story. 

Brent is also an active member of the Imperial Court of Houston serving as Duke of the organization.   This is another organization that Brent has chosen to give his time to in order to raise money for those less fortunate than himself.   I am sure that if chosen to receive the award, Brent will live up to Barry's expectations of what community service is all about.  

Nomination of Jerel McNeil – 

Originally from Arizona, Jerel moved to Houston in 1975. Jerel became more active in the Houston GLBT community when he joined RSICSS in 1991. Jerel held the positions of Lord, Baron, Viscount and became the organization’s first perpetual Imperial Prince Royale during Reign X. He also received the Outstanding Male Line Member of the Year Award twice, during Reign IX and Reign X. In 1997, Jerel was elected by the community as the 13th Emperor of RSICSS.
In 2001, Jerel left his work with RSICSS to help create The Imperial Court of Houston – The Space City Empire. Subsequently, Jerel became Mercury Emperor XIII of ICOH and in 2004 was elected by the community as Apollo Emperor of the Space City Empire. Jerel is very proud of the strides that ICOH has made over the past 4 years. And in the organization raising over $100,000 for our community. Jerel currently sits on the Board of Directors as the Treasurer of ICOH

During this same time period Jerel also became involved in the Colt 45’s. He joined the Colt’s in 1996 and since that time has received the President’s Award, served as Treasurer, served as President for 4 years and became one of the organization’s first Lifetime Member recipients.
Since moving to Houston, Jerel was also involved in the National Leather Association – Houston ( local chapter Treasurer and Treasurer of NLA-International), Montrose Softball League (Assistant Commissioner), Soiree Aubergine and the Texas Gay Rodeo Association. Jerel also currently holds the position on the Executive Committee of the Gulf Coast Archive & Museum as Treasurer.

Jerel enjoys helping out everyone in the community be it drag, leather, western, professional..you name it, he will be there to help. Jerel has said, “I just want to give back to the community and feel that when we all work together, we all gain a lot.”

I would like to nominate Dalton DeHart. 


I know that alot of folks don't think that what Dalton does is necessarily an important contribution to our community but it is, in fact, an accounting of just about every single event that has taken place in this area for the past 28 years. From his web page www.daltondehart/com/about.html : In 1978, he purchased his first two 35mm cameras. Since that time he has taken over 12,370 rolls of film. All of his photographed rolls of film are numbered, dated, and identified. He can locate any event by checking through his film files. He began taking pictures in the Houston area in 1987 with roll number 2220. Since that time, he has shot approximately 10,350 rolls of film at numerous events and activities in the community. These include action shots at Deer Park High School football games and San Jacinto College basketball games. He has taken photographs of meetings with the last three mayors of Houston as well as many of the city council members. In addition, he has taken thousands of photographs of fund-raisers designed to assist victims of AIDS. Among the many photos are the faces of many people who have died as a result of the deadly disease.  If that's not someone deserving of recognition in this community I don't know what is. And think about it, in all that running around to 2-6 or 8 events per night....he has never just taken a  night off to attend a whole function for himself...just snippets--kind of like his photos are 'snippets' in time.

Marc Cohen is a sixth generation Houstonian  and has spent his adult life working to improve the community he lives in. Marc attended University of Texas at Austin where he majored in Bussiness with a double minor of Sociology and Psychology.   

Marc  began his association with AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. in the summer of 1995 through volunteer work.  In January 2001, Marc became the Associate Director of AIDS Foundation Houston –Volunteer Services.    Marc’s position focuses on the emotional and psychosocial issues surrounding people living with HIV/AIDS through Pediatric Services, and camp initiatives( Camp Hope / Camp H.U.G. ) that address the needs of children and family units dealing with HIV/AIDS.  He is instrumental in providing both direct and indirect services to clients of AFH through the supervision of a 250-member active volunteer base.

Marc is one of the founding members of  Space City Empire and has serve on it’s board of directors for the past three years and held the postion of vice chairman of the board.  He is also active as the chairman of the board for PWA Holiday Charites Wishful Thinking Fund.   Marc has previously been involved with City of Houston Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, Jewish Community Center- Senior Companion Program and the Names Project where he sat on each of their respective boards. 

Some of Marc’s current and former  accoplishments include :

· Apollo Emperor – Reign IV

· Celestial Guardian of All Mercury and Gemini Empresses – presented by Mercury Empress X, Damita Jo
· ICOH Chairman’s Award presented by Sean  Carter

· Recipient of the Colt 45’s Danny Villa  Memorial GLBT Community Award 2002 & 2003

· Co-chair of Lexy Bowen Fund Reign III

· Program Manager , Camp Hope / Camp H.U.G.- Domistic

· Program Manager, Camp Hope – Botswana, Africa

Recipient of The WNBA & Toyota Heroes Moving Forward Award
