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Letter to the Community:

The rains and winds were not enough to keep Jade Esteban Estrada from getting here.  Hearing on TV and AOL that Houston was flooded, he simply rerouted his flight and went into Dallas, rented a car and drove into Houston to do his shows – ICONS: Lesbian and Gay History of the World  Volumes 1 and 2 for GCAM and the GLBT Community Center!

The audiences both nights were small but extremely receptive to this multitalented entertainer.  All watched, mesmerized, as he transformed himself, on stage, from one historical character to the next, never missing a beat.

These events don’t just happen overnight and no one person can make it happen.  In this case it was the joint of efforts of the Executive Committee of GCAM and the Board of our GLBT Community Center who made this happen.  Big thanks goes out to Community Center President, Christopher Bown, to Tim Brookover (who wore 2 hats—the Community Center and OutSmart Magazine) and the rest of the Board.  Through Tim, OutSmart Magazine did some great PR for the shows.  Tim also helped make arrangements at Sara’s Bed and Breakfast (on Heights Blvd.) who discounted Jade’s room while he was here. A beautiful place, small and intimate, the staff there was very helpful. Thanks to Nikki and Connie for their assistance at Sara’s.  

The shows were flawless, not only because Jade is such a professional but also because of the hard work and extra efforts of our ‘tech crew’ at 1415 California. Jake and Daniel, under the firm hand of Perry Reed, made sure that the lights were on Jade and the music cues were all in place!  You made us all look good, guys, thanks so much.  Of course, they would have been very dry evenings (no pun intended) without the efforts of ‘Blondie’ and Chris behind the bar.  Which brings me to 1415 California….what would we do without Jay Allen and manager Bob.  They bent over backwards to make everything just right for both evenings. Bob came early and stayed late, making sure everything was in place and exactly as Jade needed/wanted….right down to the ironing board so Tootsie could do her magic on all the costuming. You guys all rock!! Thanks for your extra special efforts.

The biggest thanks must go out to our audiences, for without you there would be no shows.

We would be horribly remiss if Jade wasn’t thanked at least one more time here.  The talent and efforts of this young man on a stage are remarkable.  Houston has been very fortunate to have him here not once but twice.  And, in a shameless plug for the future, he will be returning to 1415 California sometime during Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept 15-Oct 15) to do yet another show for GCAM….Tortilla Heaven, a bilingual play by award-winning playwright Celeste Angela Estrada   This will be another 1 man show by Jade but instead of historical figures and song & dance we will be watching a story of life, love and making tortilla’s the American way. Watch out for more information on this upcoming event.

Once again, a huge thanks to everyone in the community who had a hand in making this 2006 Pride Event a huge success!

Respectfully,

Judy Reeves

Chair

